FOUR BRITISH EMPIRES                        ^

the other self-governing members of the Commonwealth under
their laws, is a British subject. This clause has been agreed by all
the self-governing members and they will presumably all introduce
legislation to give it reciprocal effect. Thus the common status is
fully preserved on the lines laid down by the Imperial Conference.
At the same time the United Kingdom abandons the principle that
British subjecthood and United Kingdom citizenship are the same
thing; for not all British subjects will be U.K. citizens. Although
the immediate practical effect may be slight, the change in prin-
ciple is a grave one.

All this is much more than a matter of legal refinement or con-
stitutional formula or imperial myth. It has implications and reac-
tions of crucial importance in respect of personal intercourse and
of that integration from the bottom up which is the essence of the
Fourth British Empire. It makes a vast difference that friends and
relations, though separated by vast distances, are not separated by
nationality: that an Englishman can marry an Australian, or a
Canadian marry a New Zealander, without any change in the
nationality of any of them, or any complication about the nation-
ality of the children; that within the Commonwealth we need
passports only for identification when travelling (and not always
then) but no visas, and can get new passports wherever we are;
that, above all, we have no legal ground for feeling ourselves
foreign to each other. It makes a vast difference, too, that we may
interchange our State servants, whether civil or military, without
reservations as to the disclosure of confidences to aliens, and that,
indeed, the Imperial civil services and armed forces have been
open to British subjects from all Commonwealth countries.

Any serious injury, therefore, to the form and practice of com-
mon status throughout ttie Commonwealth would be an injury to
the vitals of the Fourth British Empire. Conversely, common status
is the critical consideration for that enlargement of the Common-
wealth circle which is often mooted. Indeed, is anything more
needed? May we not conceive a relationship with a formerly
foreign Power whereby our citizens and theirs would share a com-
mon status, so that they could travel freely within the combined
frontiers, join each other's civil or armed services, and claim citi-
zenship rights in each other's countries subject only to such quali-
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